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Meeting of: Standards Committee 

Date of Meeting: Friday, 20 September 2019 

Relevant Scrutiny 
Committee: No Relevant Scrutiny Committee 

Report Title:  
Applications for Dispensation – and Use of the Monitoring Officer’s 

Delegated Powers 

Purpose of Report: 
To consider applications for dispensation and to apprise Members of the 

Monitoring Officer's use of Delegated Powers. 

Report Owner:  
 Ms. Debbie Marles, Monitoring Officer/Head of Legal and Democratic 

Services  

Responsible Officer:  Mrs. Karen Bowen, Principal Democratic and Scrutiny Services Officer 

Elected Member and 
Officer Consultation:  

This report does not involve any consultation with other parties 

Policy Framework: This report is a matter for consideration by the Standards Committee  

Executive Summary: 
 

• To consider applications for dispensation from Pendoylan Community Council. 

• To note and endorse the use of the Monitoring Officer's delegated powers in consultation with 
the Chairman of the Standards Committee. 
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Recommendations 
1. That the Standards Committee consider the applications on matters as set out in the 

completed proformas attached to the report. 

2. That the use of the Monitoring Officer’s delegated powers in consultation with the 
Chairman of the Standards Committee as detailed in the report be noted and 
endorsed. 

Reasons for Recommendations 
1. To comply with the regulations and obligations for the grant of dispensations to 

speak and vote. 

2. Having regard to the use of delegated powers under the Council’s Constitution. 

1. Background 
1.1 The Standards Committee Grant of Dispensations (Wales) Regulations 2001 

permits Members to apply to Standards Committee to speak and, if appropriate, 
to vote on issues which due to prejudicial interests, they may not otherwise be 
able to speak or vote or remain in the room. 

1.2 In order to deal with the applications as quickly as possible, it is necessary for the 
Standards Committee to receive full information of the interests involved and 
why in the Member's opinion dispensation should be given. 

1.3 Applicants are advised that they are also able to attend the Standards Committee 
meeting to present their application if they wish to do so. 

1.4 In light of the applications from Pendoylan Community Council a copy of the 
Welsh Government’s ‘WelTAG 2017 Welsh Transport Appraisal Guidance’ is 
attached at Appendix 1 for information and is particularly relevant in explaining 
stage 3 of the WelTAG process. 

2. Key Issues for Consideration 
 

2.1 Firstly, Committee is requested to consider and determine the applications for 
dispensation from Pendoylan Community Councillors Gwyn Thomas, 
Susan Parnell, Hilary Hanmer, Robert Rees, Peter Fox, Joanna Huddart and 
Andrew Chiplen to discuss the process of the consultation and any subsequent 
actions from the consultation regarding the Junction 34/M4 to A48 Cross 
Transport Improvements and to enable the Community Council to ensure that 
the process is conducted in a fair and proper manner (paragraph (a)).   

2.2 Secondly, an application for dispensation was considered by the Monitoring 
Officer in respect of Vale of Glamorgan Council Councillor Lis Burnett to speak 
and vote on matters in relation to Ysgol Sant Baruc at all meetings of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council when the issues arise.  Following the change in 
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Administration, Councillor Burnett was making the application in respect of all 
meetings of the Council, including Cabinet.   
 

2.3 The Monitoring Officer, in consultation with the Chairman of the Standards 
Committee, and in light of the Committee’s Resolution on 24th January, 2019 
(Min. No. 687) granted a dispensation under paragraphs (c), (d), (f) and (g) of the 
Standards Committee (Grant of Dispensations) (Wales) Regulations 2001, the 
dispensation to speak and vote being granted until the date of the next Local 
Government elections. For information minute no. 687 is attached at Appendix 2. 

3. How do proposals evidence the Five Ways of Working and contribute 
to our Well-being Objectives? 

3.1 One of the roles and functions of the Standards Committee (as detailed in the 
Council's Constitution) is to consider the granting of dispensations to Councillors, 
Co-opted Members and Church and Parent Governor Representatives from 
requirements relating to interests set out in the Members' Code of Conduct.  

4. Resources and Legal Considerations 
Financial  

4.1 None as a direct result of this report. 

Employment  

4.2 None as a direct result of this report. 

Legal (Including Equalities) 

4.3 The Council is required to comply with the Standards Committee Grant of 
Dispensations (Wales) Regulations 2001. 

5. Background Papers 
Standards Committee Grant of Dispensations (Wales) Regulations 2001. 
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