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Tuskers Point, Ogmore-By-Sea
 Local Lettings & Sales Policy
The aim of the Local Lettings and Sales policy is to ensure that the new Hafod Housing Association development at Tuskers Point, Ogmore-By-Sea is sustainable and will become part of the local community.  It is the intention of the policy to ensure new residents wish to remain in the area and show a commitment to the locality in which they will live.  To achieve this aim, the local lettings and sales policy has been developed by and agreed in partnership with the Vale of Glamorgan Council, Hafod Housing Association and St Brides Major Community Council who represent the residents of St Brides Major. 
Applicants for Lettings and Sales should satisfy the main principles of the policy and be prioritised according to the following criteria:
Priority 1

Priority will be given to those applicants with a local connection to the St Brides Major area.
Local connection will be defined as follows:

• Resident in the ward of St Brides Major for the last 12 months or 3 out of the last 5 years.
• Parents or close family (see note below) living in St Brides Major.
• Permanently employed (or moving to be permanently employed) in the St Brides Major area
• Retiring from tied accommodation in St Brides Major.
Note: Close family members include husband or wife, parents, grandparents, children, long term foster children, grandchildren, brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles, and nephews and nieces. Step and half relatives will be treated as full blood relatives.

 1b) Consideration will be given to applicants who have lived in the St Brides Major Community Council Area for 12 months or more if not enough applicants are found within Priority 1.
Priority 2

If there are insufficient applicants within Priority1 then applicants with a local connection to the neighbouring areas of Ewenny, Wick, St Donats, Colwinston and Llangan, in no particular order, will be next in line to be considered. 
Priority 3

In the event that there are insufficient applicants taking into account points (1), (1b) and (2) above, then priority will next be given applicants from the nearby community council areas of Penllyn, Cowbridge Llanfair, Llanmaes and St Athan in no particular order. 

Priority 4 

Should applicants in these areas also be exhausted, then priority will next be given to applicants residing in the remaining rural Community Council Areas in the Vale of Glamorgan. 

Priority 5 

In the unlikely event that there are insufficient applicants who fall within Priority 1, 2, 3, or 4 then lettings and sales can be extended to Homes4U/Aspire2Own applicants living or working anywhere in the Vale of Glamorgan.

Priority 6

Additionally, the community council would like to extend an opportunity for key workers to be provided with affordable housing in the area, constituting Step 6.   A key worker is someone employed by the public sector in a frontline role delivering an essential public service in the areas of health, education, community service and public safety.  This includes: clinical staff employed by the NHS & Local Authority; nursery nurses, teachers, teaching support assistants and lecturers of further education; police officers, traffic officers & community support officers; prison & probation officers; fire & rescue staff; service personnel of the ministry of defence, including Army, Navy & RAF; and environmental health, highways & planning officers. 
Please note where we have exhausted the list of Vale Residents in line with steps 1 – 6 above we would look to expand the catchment area into the bordering County of Bridgend.  This means that the council and housing association will endeavour to observe the spirit of the local lettings and sales policy, while trying to assist people connected to the area, who do not meet the strict criteria of the local lettings policy. This will constitute Step 7.  Before taking these additional steps the council will ensure that the housing association has taken all reasonable steps to promote the properties.
Additional Information

Within each of these priority levels - rented properties will be allocated in line with current Homes4U policy, by band priority and by the length of time registered with Homes4U.  Low cost home ownership will be nominated in order of length of time on the Aspire2Own Register.

When letting properties at Tuskers Point, Ogmore-By-Sea we will match the size of the accommodation with the household’s needs, in line with current allocation policies. This requirement will not apply to applicants for the Low Cost Home Ownership properties. 

Nothing in this document precludes new applications to Homes4U or Aspire2Own.

The Local Letting and Sales Policy works alongside the eligibility criteria for Low Cost Home Ownership properties.

Housing Management of New Lettings

For all applicants who are housed at the Tuskers Point, Ogmore-By-Sea development Housing Officers of Hafod Housing Association will:

· Undertake home visits. 
· Take up tenancy references.

Hafod Housing Association will ensure that:

· All applicants are a member of Homes4U.

· Priority will be given to applicants who have no convictions or history of ASB and no rent arrears. 
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